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In this edition 

A word from the president 

Dear members and friends, 

 This summer’s rich programme of events bears witness to the dynamism of our ma-

nagement committee, as well as of the volunteers who regularly help with our activi-

ties.  

 As every summer, the museum reopens; also guided tours of the abbey by Capucine, 

who replaces Sylvie.  

o Opening hours have changed:  2.30 to 5.30pm, with guided tours at 4pm. 

o The information panels around the village enable members of the public to 

make a quick circuit of the abbey site while awaiting a guided visit. 

 New initiatives : 

o During museum opening times, Capucine will invite youngsters to take part 

in a treasure hunt, both playful and instructive, around the abbey. 

 The afternoon of Saturday 27th July we are holding a historical trail competition, 

where participants will discover much of our heritage. Open to teams of two, three or 

four.  

   o   Prizes for the best teams will be awarded during the aperitif served af-

terwards to all participants.  

 This summer, starting on 7th July, we are organising three concerts, two of them in 

the abbey gardens.  

 At our Annual General Meeting, we validated the creation of a separate association, 

comprising communes and associations in the region, to manage the Cluniac footpaths of 

the South-West. Despite delays, the new association should be up and running before the 

end of the autumn.  

Again this year, we noted several late or forgotten subscription payments. We count on you 

to bring your membership up to date, if you have not already done so.  

The members of the management committee join me in wishing you a very good summer 

and happy holidays.  

 

The President 

Gérard DEFLISQUE 
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Gabriel Goudezeune 
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Concerts 

1. On Sunday 7th July, Pyrenean singers from Tarbes will fill our Saint Maurin church with love songs and 

songs from the mountains, in French, but also in Béarnais and Basque.  

Entrance fee 12€, complimentary drinks after the concert.  

 

2. Thursday 8th August, jazz concert in the abbey gardens at 9pm with the talented Stéphane Ducassé, his ac-

complished band and his magic flute. An evening not to be missed. 

Entrance fee 12€, complimentary drinks after the concert. 

 

3. Thursday 22nd August in the abbey gardens at 9pm, a vibrant evening with the Celtic band 007.  

Entrance fee 12€, complimentary drinks after the concert. 

 

The museum and guided tours of  the abbey 

As every summer, the museum will reopen. This year you will be welcomed by Capucine Paltrié, who will also 
give guided tours of the abbey. 
 
 Dates : from 6th July to 22nd September. 
 Opening hours : from 2.30 to 5.30pm. 
 Guided abbey tours at 4.00pm. 
 Closed on Tuesday. 
 Entrance fee : Unchanged from 2018 (2.50 euros). 
 
Capucine (see photo, right) comes to us from neighbou-
ring Beauville.   
 
We had the pleasure of making her acquaintance last sum-
mer, when we were able to appreciate her professionalism 
in carrying out her role as representative of the Tourist 
Office of the Community of Communes Porte d’Aqui-
taine en Pays de Serres. 
 
Among other duties, she represented the Tourist Office at 
numerous local concerts and festive events, particularly 
the evening food markets in the area.  
 

 

Journées du Patrimoine (heritage weekend) 

On Saturday 21st September at 9pm Sandy will present an evening of medieval cuisine in the abbey château (to 

be confirmed in early September). 

We are also studying the possibility of holding blacksmiths’ workshops, with demonstrations of metal-working 

during the middle ages.  
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Summer events, contd... 

Welcome to the historical trail competition, on 27th July 

The Association des Amis de l’Abbaye de Saint-Maurin invites you to follow the trail with enthusiasm, eyes peeled 

and senses alert. The association hopes that you will finish by better knowing and appreciating Saint-Maurin and its ab-

bey, their life and their history — and that you will soon bring numerous friends back to discover this for themselves.  

The announcing of results and prize-giving will take place before 7pm, just ahead of the short (7 km) night walk focusing 

on astronomy, which the Foyer Rural invites you to join.  

Here are the main rules for the trail :  

- Teams of 2 to 4 people, aged 12 or over, can take part in the competition.  

- Children under 12, accompanied by a parent, family member or close family friend are welcome to be included in 

teams. 

- Participation costs 3.50€ for people aged 12 and over, free to younger participants.  

- The trail competition will take place in public parts of the village and abbey, and throughout the museum, both cellars 

and first floor (access is free for competitors). [Please note: the vault and arches at the far end of the cloister are 

private property]. 

- Starting time is between 3.00 and 4.00pm,  with each team setting off independently.  

- This is not a race; the sole aim is to gather the maximum number of correct answers to the questions posed, within the 

2 hour time-scale allocated to the trail. 

- Each team will receive one set of rules and 2 questionnaires, each of which has three sections: village, museum, abbey. 

The rules sheet records names, times and points. The organisers will retain a copy of each team’s rules sheet.  

- Each correct answer to a question (1a, 1b, 2, etc.) is worth one point, except where otherwise indicated. Any team finis-

hing beyond the 2 hours incurs one penalty point per minute and late handing-in of the questionnaire incurs 2 penalty 

points per minute after 6.00pm. 

- After registration for the competition, the handing over of the page of rules and the questionnaire marks the start time 

of each team. The recorded finishing time is when the filled-in questionnaire is handed in.  

 

Legs, eyes, memory and attention fully to the fore, and may the best team win ! 

 

Team N° 
Departure time :                    Time of return : 
Captain : 
Team members : - 
                               - 
                            - 

Total points 

 

 

 

Museum Village Abbey Penalty TOTAL 
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New...A treasure hunt !  
 
On the Saint Maurin history trail … 
 

A hunt in two parts :  

 Outdoors : can be done independently, as from 6th July the questions and clues will be downloadable 

from our internet site (or you can get the questionnaire from Capucine during museum opening times).  

 Inside the abbey château and the museum : to be done during museum opening times (see page 2 : The 

museum and guided tours of the abbey). This 2nd part carries a bonus, as at the end of the hunt there is a pre-

sent to be won !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Embark on the discovery of the Cluniac abbey of Saint-Maurin with our guide Brother 

Basil.    

In this pretty historical village on the Cluniac footpath, between Agen and Moissac, 

there is much to see, to learn and to appreciate !  

Games for children of all ages ! 
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The Cluniac footpath (Chemin de Cluny) 

• The Cluniac footpath of Guyenne-Gascogne is being used by more and more different kinds of walkers.  

• Since the beginning of the year we have noticed a net increase in the number of walkers on the Cluniac 

footpath, and we take the opportunity to meet and converse with them.as they pass through Saint-Maurin. 

o Feedback we have received from walkers is most satisfactory; they are unanimous in praising the 

quality of the waymarking, the walking guides available on the Chemin de Cluny de Guyenne-Gascogne 

website, as well as the touristic interest of the route.  

o Following up on their feedback, we have touched up three waymarks (which is very few over 107 

km). We invite such comments regarding the route as, naturally, we cannot be permanently on 

watch on the footpath. 

• We receive numerous requests for information about the route and places to stay along its course, either 

via our two websites or by telephone. 

• Public knowledge of the footpath and its referencing by the Tourism Committee of Lot et Garonne also 

contribute to its increased use, particularly by people who walk the entire route. 

• We have embarked upon the creation of 3 loops, departing from the main footpath, to be named Chemins 

de Cluny en Pays de Serres (see overleaf). The loops link around 15 Cluniac sites (former possessions of our 

abbey). Still to do: arrange meetings with all the mayors of the communes concerned, to discuss the propo-

sed route and obtain their support and consent. 

If all goes well, the loops will be opened this autumn. Gabriel Goudezeune, our colleague newly-elected to 

the committee, is taking charge of this important project. 

• In his role as president of the committee for Cluniac footpaths throughout Europe, our president is in re-

gular contact with the numerous associations managing other Cluniac footpaths. 

• Our partnership agreement with the association Chemins d’en Quercy has been finalised. We have participated 

in several walks organised by them along their section of the footpath and have admired the quality of their 

waymarking and the attractiveness of the landscapes of Quercy. We urge you to undertake some Quercy 

walks. 

o This Quercy footpath enables us to extend our footpath by 70 km towards the north-west. 

o With them and in collaboration with Icare (Chemin de Cluny Cantal-Rouergue) we are studying the pos-

sibility of linking Lalbenque and Conques, passing en route through four Cluniac sites in the Lot 

and the Aveyron in order to complete the south-west Cluniac footpath. This would result in a route 

of around 450km, from Agen to Murat in the Cantal. To this end, we have held meetings at Ville-

franche d’Aveyron with the mayors concerned. 

o For their part, the association of Cluniac footpaths in the Auvergne are finalising their routes, 

which will in the end link Switzerland to Agen (approx. 1500km), before in the future we join up 

with the footpaths of Spain. 

• We are awaiting an agreement between our association and the CDT (Departmental Tourism Committee) 

to ensure the continuity of our Cluniac footpath; we believe that Mr. Prouzet, who well understands the 

importance of having different themed footpaths across Lot et Garonne, will soon send it to us.   
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Since 1993 Les Amis de l'Abbaye de Saint Maurin have been engaged in the development of their heritage 

(patrimoine), which has led (among other initiatives) to the creation of a route linking several remarkable 

sites: the Cluniac footpath of Guyenne-Gascogne. Today, this route links four important sites: the abbeys 

of Moissac and Saint-Maurin and the priories of Layrac and Moirax.  

Our region is also rich in lesser Cluniac sites. Close to 80 Cluniac dependencies have been registered in 

the Agenais, of which 28 were dependencies of the Saint-Maurin abbey. Here we refer above all to pos-

sessions of the abbey acquired between the 12th and 14th centuries, generally of churches but also to the 

collection of tithes[réf1]. This wealth of Saint-Maurin’s abbey can today be seen in the remarkable mate-

rial heritage of Romanesque churches and chapels, and also of mills. 

The association’s project is to enable walkers and tourists to discover this heritage, through creating Clu-

niac footpaths through the Pays de Serres in the form of loops linked to the main footpath of Guyenne-

Gascogne. 

As well as the development of the Cluniac heritage, this footpath project relies on many of the walks des-

cribed and publicised by the departmental Tourist Committee of Lot et Garonne; this will enable walkers 

to discover other aspects of the heritage of the Pays de Serres, for example the château of Combebonnet, 

the church at Engayrac, the old mill at Tayrac … [réf2] 

 

We envisage creating three loops of 20 to 40 km each, which will link Cluniac sites from Gasques in the 

south to Frespech in the north:  

 The southern loop will link Perville, Grayssas, Gasques and St Clair to the footpath of Guyenne-

Gascogne along the section between Gasques and Saint Maurin; 

 The central loop will go through the communes of Saint Maurin, Engayrac, Dondas, Saint Martin 

de Beauville and Tayrac, from the Saint Maurin-Puymirol section of the Guyenne-Gascogne foot-

path; 

 The north loop, connected to Engayrac by the central loop, will link Beauville, Blaymont, Massels, 

Frespech and Cauzac. 

By way of illustration, the projected central loop linking Saint Maurin and Engayrac is shown on the next 

page (in green). It proposes a 39 km walk, which could be broken into two routes with the path cutting 

across between Saint Pierre del Pech and Cambot; it links 10 Cluniac sites formerly belonging to the 

Saint-Maurin abbey and, passing through valleys and hills, it reveals to the walker the heritage of the com-

munes traversed. 

We invite tourists, walkers and cyclists to come and practice your favourite activity on our footpaths and 

if possible to stay for longer in our villages, there to discover our historical and cultural riches. 

 

[ref1] : Les possessions de l'Abbaye de Saint Maurin aux XIIIe et XIVe siècles, by Pierre SIMON, Revue de l'Agenais 2012-

4 

[ref2] : 418 circuits de randonnée en Lot et Garonne, https://rando.tourisme-lotetgaronne.com/ 
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Cluniac footpaths in the Pays de Serres : the project, contd... 

 

Cluniac footpaths in the Pays de Serres 
Project: the St Maurin - Engayrac loop 

 

  

     

 

 
St Sixte 

 

 

 
St Julien de la Serre 

  

 

 
St Sixte de Gandaille 

  

 
St Pierre del Pech 

  

 

 
St Pierre de Cambot 

  

 
Abbaye de St Maurin 

  

 
St Amans de Tayrac 

          
               ND de Ferrussac 

    

 
       Moulin de Ferrussac 

 

St Martin d'Anglars

Crédit photographique : 

G. Goudezeune 
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Chapels belonging to Saint-Maurin abbey : 3 

  The church of  Saint-Julien de la Serre 

This lovely Romanesque chapel, surrounded by fields, is perched on a hill 5 km to the north of Saint-

Maurin. The chapel was founded by Hunaud de Gavarret, the 2nd Cluniac abbot of Moissac. It was later 

given to the abbey of Saint-Maurin. The illustrious patronage of Moissac might explain the sculpted deco-

ration (above all the capitals) to be found in this otherwise modest chapel.  

The only remaining architectural elements dating from the 11th century are the chevet and part of the 

north wall of the nave. During the 17th century the Bélarcher de Serène family partially destroyed the 

south wall in order to construct the chapel of Saint-Clair. 

At Saint-Julien traces of the Romanesque era survived because the Hundred Years’ War and the Wars of 

Religion, as well as the 1789 Revolution, barely affected such isolated rural churches. They were altered 

rather than destroyed, as was Saint-Julien, particularly in the 17th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The south wall, the bell-wall and the chevet (apse). 
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The chapel of  Saint Julien de la Serre, contd... 

 

« Preserved in the apse is a beautiful cornice, composed of three rows of square billets that supported the 
former cul-de-four; it once continued with decorative interlacing and rosaces beneath a cupola, now gone; 
however, we can still see the four engaged columns that supported it, endowed with capitals, which form 
the principal point of interest of this 
church, and which show the impor-
tance attributed to decoration in rein-
forcing faith.  

On the bell (or basket) of the capitals 
are sculpted human figures and mons-
ters; animals with two bodies and a 
single head join at the corners; the aba-
cuses are decorated with foliage, palms, 
interlacing, foliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fourth capital, now displaced to the nave, without 
its abacus, and evidencing very naive workmanship but 
important subject matter, illustrates Daniel’s faith. At 
the centre of the bell the prophet faces us in an attitude 
of prayer, arms open, framed by two lions who turn to-
wards him without animosity. If Daniel’s hands appear 
to us huge and disproportionate, this is not because of 
the sculptor’s clumsiness, but the desire to show the 
force of Daniel’s prayers. » 

(Extract from Colas, M & Simon, P : Territoire Roman : 12 

églises insolites et méconnues en Lot, Lot-et-Garonne et Tarn-et-

Garonne, les éditions fragile) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sculpted capital showing animals, human 
figures, foliage. The abacus is decorated 
with interlaced leaves. 

The capital shows Daniel in the 
lions’ den. Displaced in the 17th 
century, it is now without its 
abacus. 


