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A message from the President
Dear members and friends,
The year 2018 has been mainly taken up by the Cluniac footpath of Guyenne-Gascogne, for which
we completed the final official waymarking.
Our new website dedicated to the footpath is now active :
https://cheminclunisienguyennegascogne.com/. On it you will find all the information you need to
make the best of the footpath.
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In collaboration with the association Chemins en Quercy (Depts. 46 & 82), we have extended our Cluniac footpath by using one of their routes. This has allowed us to reach Lalbenque, making our footpath 72km longer towards the North-East, extending at the same time the ICARE footpath.
Projects in the pipeline
-

To organise one or two big walks, in both Guyenne-Gascogne and in Quercy.

-

We are considering several ways of developing our Cluniac site here in Saint-Maurin. One
proposal is for an educational course around the abbey.

-

This summer, we are again organising concerts, in either the abbey gardens or the parish
church. We'll let you know well in advance when these events are to take place.

Planned works and call for volunteers
In the Spring, as we do every year, we must check and renew where necessary the waymarking along
our Cluniac footpath. For this we need help. (For both efficiency and security, we operate in teams
of three). We shall also need help in organising the events already mentioned.
The call has gone out, all volunteers will be warmly welcomed.
Recent progress by the European Federation of Cluniac Sites (FESC)
With the support of two large European regions (Castille y Léon and Bourgogne-Franche Comté),
the FESC has begun the process of gaining recognition by UNESCO of major Cluniac sites as
World Heritage Sites.
Recognised by the Council of Europe for the past 13 years, the FESC has been identified by the
French embassy in China as an internationally notable exemplar for cultural routes. As such, at the
end of October FESC director Christophe Voros (who also presides over the French Federation of
European Cultural Routes) participated in an evaluation visit of experts to China on the themes of
UNESCO World Heritage and Cultural Routes and Journeys.
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These events testify to the development and increasing power of the FESC. In the long run this will
benefit all Cluniac sites, which naturally delights us.
Repair and maintenance of the abbey church tower (works planned in four stages)

Michèle Deflisque

The Mairie tells us that we have been granted funds for the first stage of the works to repair the
clock tower and to protect the capitals in the choir (chancel). The repair work will begin in the second half of 2019. This first stage will involve reinforcing the clock tower.

Jacqueline Pimouguet

The Committee and Management Committee join me in wishing you all the very best for 2019.

Jacqui Dean

The president
Gérard Deflisque
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Summer events
Concerts
Last summer we put on three concerts and also inaugurated our new mobile stage (measuring 20m
square), bought together with the Foyer Rural, and
which was appreciated by all.
On Thursday 21st July, Fabien Prou and Alexandre
Dupouy gave us a four-hand piano concert. Fabien is
the pianist for the company Chants de Garonne and his
talented pupil Alexandre has already recorded 15 of
his own compositions. The audience greatly appreciated the harmony between master and pupil, as well
as the latter's compositions.

On Thursday 23rd August we welcomed the
Dixieland Jazz Band
from Montpellier for a
concert in homage to
Sydney Bechett. The
spectators were impressed by both the
youth and the virtuosity of the musicians.

Finally, on 9th September in the parish
church of Saint Martin d'Anglars, the rafters resounded to the lovely Basque songs
of Otxotea Tolosa. These nine tenors
from the Capitole at Toulouse were enthusiastically applauded, as was leading
member Charles Ferré when he sang the
famous Basque lullaby.
For the 2019 summer season, three further concerts are planned : Pyrenean singers from Tarbes; a jazz concert with flautist Stéphane Ducasse; and finally a concert of Celtic music by the group Tarn 007.
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Abbey visit by torchlight : the Journée du Patrimoine
A successful torchlight tour full of charm to celebrate the Journée du Patrimoine (Heritage Day).

The tour, organised by
the Amis de l'Abbaye de
Saint-Maurin, attracted
around 40 people, who
were delighted by their
discovery (or rediscovery)
of the abbey site by the
light of numerous torches.

Sandy Perier-Communal, our tour guide from
Saint-Maurin, first outlined the historical story of
our abbey and replied to the many questions posed
by her attentive public.
Then, walking and illuminating by the light of the
torches, Sandy pointed out major architectural features attesting to both the place and the influence
of the abbey – and also to the eventful history that
its monks had lived through.
Afterwards, over a convivial drink, it was clear that
the participants had greatly appreciated their time
of discovery and sharing provided by the Amis de
l'Abbaye de Saint-Maurin.
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Cluniac footpaths : latest news
This past year we have set up the new website dedicated to our Cluniac footpath :
https://cheminclunisienguyennegascogne.com/.
It contains : complete maps of the route; bilingual walking guides divided into 14 sections, for both out and
return directions; comprehensive information useful to walkers.
The site and its interactive map are constantly being developed even further.
Since the summer, in collaboration with the association Chemins en Quercy (Depts. 46 & 82), we have been working to establish the extension of our footpath toward the Auvergne by using their walking route, making the
connection with ours at Moissac. This route passes through Veyzerac (a Cluniac site) and, for the present,
stops at Lalbenque, which adds around 72km towards the North-East, and thus to the ICARE footpath. The
section between Lalbenque and Conques (Dept. 12) is currently being investigated.
In the autumn, together with the Chemins en Quercy, we have done four walks along the new route and have appreciated its charm (very few tarred roads, very pretty countryside and remarkable heritage features).

Early this year we'll finalise the route, extending out footpath southards towards Spain, from Moissac and passing through the Cluniac site at Mouchan in the Gers (Dept. 32).
We had a meeting organised by the departmental tourism committee 47 at our instigation. The heads of three
departmental tourism committees (Depts. 32, 47 & 82) took part, as well as representatives from the Chemins
en Quercy and from the Gers.
At this interdepartmental meeting we presented the whole network of Cluniac footpaths in Europe, so that the
departmental tourism committees were fully informed of their existence and of their importance, as much for
culture as for tourism, and particularly their planned extent from Conques (Dept. 12) down to the Spanish border. Very constructive exchanges followed, with all participants expressing interest and a desire to help and
support us and to promote our footpaths, but with certain conditions attached :
•

To have just one representative involved, necessitating the creation of an inter-departmental association (Depts. 12, 32, 46, 47, 82), possibly to be called “Cluniac footpaths of the South-West”. We had
already envisaged this at the start of last year.

•

Before putting out to tourists information about all the sections of the Cluniac footpath, to complete
an inventory of lodgings, places to eat, services, etc. along the route. The tourism committees and
associations who already have lists will share them with us.

•

Introduce new tourist trails along the route.

Within the FESC we have held two meetings about the Cluniac footpaths (Chemins de Cluny), one in September
at Volvic and the second at the beginning of December at Castelnau-Montratier, where we worked on the
charter of the Chemins de Cluny and on defining routes. We are moving forward....
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Medieval exhibition at the Jacobins' church in Agen
Between July and November 2018 the Museum of Fine Arts in Agen (Musée des Beaux-Arts) mounted an exhibition at the church of the Jacobins that illuminated the
medieval past of Agen and the Agenais.
On show in this lovely church were 250 works of art
and also everyday objects (jewellery, sculptures, column
capitals, drawings, engravings, paintings, coins…) drawn
from the basements and reserves of the museum; there
were also objects on loan from the National Library of
France (Bibliothèque nationale de France). Most items were
being shown for the first time, or had been rediscovered
(after being stored out of sight).
Several objects from Saint-Maurin were exhibited :
1. A collection of illuminated texts, on parchment. “This
collection of texts is the oldest illuminated manuscript known
today that can be connected to the Agenais. It contains various texts, among them a Processional à l'usage de l'abbaye de SaintMaurin. A processional is a collection of songs for use during
liturgical processions…the particularities of the decoration
and the presence of the processional, clearly intended for this
Agenais abbey…allows us to think that it could have been designed and decorated in a possible scriptorium, of which we
know nothing, of the Saint-Maurin abbey. This manuscript is,
moreover, the only medieval book which has come to us from
this establishment....A particular feature of the Processional de
Saint-Maurin is the astonishing full-page painting, formerly pasted to the lower plate of the binding. It shows two men hitting
their foreheads together until they bleed, while pulling one another's beards, their hands plunged into a bowl filled with wine
and their blood. This is a probable illustration of a reciprocal
oath of fidelity, the presence of which in the manuscript we
find hard to explain.” (Extract from the explanation accompanying
The gargoyle, Saint-Maurin abbey, 13th-15th
century. (Limestone, Museum of Fine Arts)

2. A single stone sculpture which definitely
comes from the former Saint-Maurin abbey. It
is a large fragment of a gargoyle in the form of
a stylised lion's head, donated to the Museum
of Fine Arts by the municipality of SaintMaurin.

3. A series of twin 15th century capitals, attributed to the abbey of Saint-Maurin. The
capitals, if they do indeed originate from our
abbey, must have come from the cloister.
Twin capitals with four faces, lions' heads with
realistic features. (Marble, Museum of Fine Arts)

the book, Bibliothèque nationale de France, Manuscrits, Latin 28198)
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Chapels belonging to Saint-Maurin abbey : 1
The chapel of Our Lady of Cambot (Notre Dame de Cambot), Tayrac
The chapel of Our Lady of Cambot is situated in the municipality (commune) of Tayrac. In 1096 it belonged to
the abbey at Moissac. In 1236 the bishop of Agen gave Cambot to the Saint-Maurin abbey. The patron saint of
Cambot is the Holy Virgin Mary. This modest priory followed the Benedictine rule.
As with many other small churches (gleyzottes in Occitan) in the Pays de Serres, this one is situated on a limestone cliff-top at the edge of a plateau. Nowadays it appears isolated, but in the Middle Ages it occupied a central high point, well-suited to the widely-dispersed population. With its bells ringing out the rhythm of each
day, the chapel was both visible and audible from
all around, so that the people never lost sight or
sound of their Christian faith.
In the 12th century people saw themselves as belonging to a church, rather than to a village.
Cambot is a typical example of early Romanesque
architecture, showing great simplicity and restraint
in its beautiful structure, built of limestone from
the Pays de Serres.
The bell wall is at the West end of the building.
The vaulted choir (chancel) is endowed with a high
apse in the shape of a cul-de-four, separated from the
nave by a slightly-damaged triumphal arch. The
nave is rectangular, with fine exposed roof timbers.
At the start of the Romanesque period we see very
little decoration; this was to
avoid any identification
with pagan Roman idols.
Historiated sculpted capitals arrived later, to teach
the Christian story to the
faithful.
In the chapel at Cambot,
the only decorative note is
the axis window in the apse,
an ensemble of small columns and rolled arches upon little sculpted capitals.

The landscape, the position
of the church, the enveloping silence together form a
magic and peaceful place.
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Chapels belonging to Saint-Maurin abbey : 2
The church of Ste Foy at Blaymont, dating from the 12th century
Numerous local chapels are dedicated to Saint Faith (Sainte Foy), as she came from Agen. At the age of 13 she
was martyred by being tortured over a brazier. However, since the 9th century her relics have been in Conques
in the Aveyron, along the Saint James of Compostella route.
There are two hypotheses to explain this transfer of relics to Conques :
1. The clergy at Conques wanted to obtain the relics, with a view to attracting more pilgrims to the Compostella route. Two monks from Conques went to Agen, staying there for 11 years in order to be fully
accepted there. In 866, they entered the treasury, stole Saint Faith's relics and escaped back to Conques.
Truly a furtive transfer! In effect, a case of medieval espionage.
2. In 855, the Vikings sailed up the Garonne, disembarked and went on the rampage. The church community in Agen took fright and took the relics to Conques to protect them from the Vikings. Unfortunately, the monks at Conques never returned them!
There was once a modest priory beside the chapel at Blaymont, under the control of Saint-Maurin's abbey. In a
transaction dated 5th November 1254, William, bishop of Agen, had ceded half the property at Saint Faith to
the Saint-Maurin abbey, probably those parishes served by Saint-Maurin's monks, and from which they received income.

Set in the countryside, this little church on a cliff-top and as
at Cambot on the edge of a plateau, is built of limestone
from the Pays des Serres.
The ceiling of the nave is wood-panelled, leaving the roof
beams exposed. There is a window on each side of the nave
and a third in the West wall above the gallery.
The nave and the chancel are separated by a cradle arch,
one side of which is built against the wall of the sanctuary.
The ribs of the chapel vault are joined by a keystone decorated with a cross. They descend the walls and merge with a
cul-de-lampe.

The sanctuary, separated from the nave by a step, is narrower and vaulted in the shape of a cul-de-four, lighted by a
window. A transverse arch delimits the sanctuary vault
and a square bay is marked on the west side by a simple,
deep triumphal arch.
The church of Saint Faith of Blaymont has been beautifully restored, developing the original building, repairing a
lovely stone baptismal font with a sculpted base. The entrance is protected by a porch.
With its solid and simple Romanesque architecture, the
church is also a place of silence and serenity.

