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A message from the President 

July 2018 

Dear members and friends, 

This is a year full of events, evidence of the dynamism of our management committee and of 

the volunteers who regularly help with our activities, notably Jacqui, Grant, John, Susi, Julie, 

Claire, Caroline, Myriam, Bernard, Etienne and Michel, who were principally responsible for 

producing the written guide for the Cluniac footpath and for finalising its waymarking. And not 

forgetting Franck, who has created a new website dedicated exclusively to the Cluniac footpath.  

This volunteering is no picnic, and has taken much of their time. We thank them warmly. 

 In early April we manned a Cluniac stand at the three-day Expo Attitudes Randonnées at 

Moissac, culminating in a 37km walk along the Cluniac footpath from Moissac to St-

Maurin. 

 This summer we are putting on three concerts beginning on 26th July. Two will be in the 

abbey gardens, when we will for the first time be using our 18m square stage, bought to-

gether with our fellow association, the Foyer Rural. 

 We are also organising a weekend visit for 45 people to Cluny, our mother abbey, with a 

lecturer in Romanesque art and architecture, that of Cluny in particular. We are trying to fix 

a date to suit the greatest number of participants. 

 Several other projects to improve the abbey site are in the pipeline. 

 We plan to create a separate association to manage Cluniac footpaths in the South-West.  

 Guided tours of the abbey and the museum have begun for the summer with Sylvie, who 

replaces Sandy. Opening hours are a little different this year: 3.45pm - 6.45pm every day 

except Tuesdays and until 7.15pm on Wednesdays. 

 At the AGM of the Federation of Cluniac Sites in Europe (FESC), at Maillezais, we re-

ceived the following welcome news: 

 Bourgogogne-Franche-Comté and Léon y Castille in Spain, two large regions, are 

now full members of the FESC. The two regions signed a partnership agreement in 

Spain on 9th July. 

 With the support of these two European regions, the FESC is starting the process 

of gaining UNESCO recognition of major Cluniac sites as World Heritage sites. 

This is an enormous undertaking which will take several years, but if it succeeds will 

benefit all other Cluniac sites and footpaths. 

 Several parties in the Lot and Tarn-et-Garonne have combined to form the new association 

Chemins en Quercy. We have agreed to work with this association to extend our footpath by 

using one of their routes, which begins at Moissac and passes through the Cluniac site of 

Veyzerac, adding approximately 60km. 

The members of the management committee join me in wishing you a very good summer.  

Gérard DEFLISQUE  

President 

Photography  

Myriam Archambault 

Jacqui Dean 

Gérard Deflisque 



Concerts, etc. 

 On Thursday 26th July at 9pm we present a concert by two talented pianists : Fabian Prou of the Chants 
de Garonne and Alexandre Dupouy, a young prodigy, who at 26 has already had ten of his compositions 
registered with SACEM (the society responsible for collecting and distributing music royalties). This 
four-hand concert will be held in the abbey gardens. 

 On Thursday 23rd August at 9pm the Dixieland Jazz Band from Montpellier will present an evening’s 
jazz dedicated to Sydney Bechet and Louis Armstrong, led by passionate clarinettist Jean-Jacques Mar-
timort. The concert will be held in the abbey gardens. 

 On Sunday 9th September at 5pm in the village church the group Otxotea Tolosa will present a concert 
of Basque songs. The group, who hail from the Capitole in Toulouse, will perform in their pure male 
voices a varied programme ranging from a homage to the disappeared to a Basque lullaby. 

All the concerts will be followed by a social drink. The entry price is 12 euros. Free for children under 12. 

 For the Journées du Patrimoine : on Saturday 15th September at 9pm, our qualified guide Sandy will lead a 
torch-lit tour of the Saint-Maurin abbey. Rendez-vous under the Halle in the village square. The tour 
will last 1.5 hours. 

 

Exhibition 

Do come along to see the exhibition in the abbey château. Four creative artists are showing their work : 

Alain Hubert : ceramicist, tel : 06 33 62 21 07 

Tina Loat : painter, tel : 06 86 47 48 13 

Patrice Mercourt : wrought iron artist, tel : 06 74 93 86 44 

Eve Delaneuville : sculptor, tel : 07 85 03 57 95 
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From 16th July, open every day from 

3pm to 7pm, except Tuesdays. You 

can meet and talk to the artists ac-

cording to their availability ; ring 

them to arrange a rendez-vous. 
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Patrice Mercourt, who two years ago adopted Saint-Maurin as his home village, is exhibiting his work in the 

abbey château from 29th June to 31st August. His journey from blacksmith to craftsman in iron is a story of 

passion, and of acknowledgement of those who taught him. This generous artist has three key words in his vo-

cabulary : precision, imagination, beauty. These are the essentials of what he inherited from his first master 

teacher, of whom he speaks with great emotion : Mr Fouminet. It was the latter who gave him his first anvil, 

and the latter for whom the tool created had to be both useful and beautiful. Patrice’s origins in the East of 

France have left their mark on his work. He is the son of forester father and a mother who was a dressmaker at 

Nina Ricci. His work entitled ‘Stone head’, a small bucolic sprite, comes to us direct from the Ardennes forests, 

and his elegant feminine silhouettes come equally directly from a stylist’s notebook. He creates a complete and 

charming universe, loaded with references, experiences and encounters; for example, the fish displayed at the 

entrance to the exhibition. This fish sculpture  is a collective creation, put together with the school children of 

Saint-Maurin. This magnificent work will be welded to the lavoir at Saint-Maurin when the exhibition is over. 

Patrice Mercourt asserts that we must let the object speak for itself, and without doubt for those who know 

how to hear them, these fish will whisper sweet words above the sound of lapping water... 
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At this, the second Attitudes Randonnées expo at Moissac, held from 6th to 8th April 2018, the Amis de l’Ab-

baye de Saint-Maurin (AASM) played an active part.  

 

Our stand publicised not only 

Saint-Maurin abbey, but also 

Cluniac footpaths across 

France. Above all, we displayed 

information about our Cluniac 

footpath of Guyenne-

Gascogne, as the expo, placed 

at the junction of the St. James 

of Compostella route and the 

Cluniac footpath, is aimed spe-

cifically at walkers. 

On Friday afternoon, Saturday 

and Sunday, volunteer AASM 

members took turns at man-

ning the stand and welcoming 

visitors. Both members of the 

public and tourism profession-

als arrived in numbers, with 

requests for information and flyers.  

Visitors to the AASM stand showed particular interest in the Cluniac footpath between Moissac and Agen, 

especially as it had a prime position in the programming, with its 37km walk on Sunday 8th between Moissac 

and Saint-Maurin, with a picnic stop en route at Saint Vincent Lespinasse. 

 

Despite very wet weather, around 

20 walkers sporting hooded rain 

gear took up the challenge... and 

were happy to have done so, as 

the route is truly magnificent and 

they were most warmly received 

by the municipalities of Saint 

Vincent and Saint-Maurin - as is 

naturally the case in our region - 

with a welcoming friendly drink. 

 

 

Tourist expo : ‘Attitudes Rando’ at Moissac 

Our stand, ready to welcome visitors. 

Walkers in front of the old 
windmill above Goudourville. 
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 The Cluniac footpath of Guyenne-Gascogne is increasingly used by different kinds of walkers. 
The waymarking is complete. The feedback from walkers and walking clubs confirms that the 
footpath is attractive and well-signposted. 

 We receive numerous requests for information about the route, and places to stay along it, ei-
ther  through our website or by phone. 

 New hosts are adding themselves to the list of lodgings for walkers, thanks to the increasing 
popularity of the path, and its listing by the Tourist Committee of Lot-et-Garonne. 

 We have created a separate website for the Cluniac footpath of Guyenne-Gascogne, which fea-
tures interactive maps of the route and downloadable GPS. Also available, in French and Eng-
lish, are walkers’ guides for each stage, in both directions, as well as other useful information. 

 This website has been online since April and will be updated as often as possible. Do 
visit the site and let others know about it.  
https://cheminclunisienguyennegascogne.com/ 

 The original website of the Amis de l’Abbaye de Saint-Maurin (AASM) will again focus 
on heritage and events centred on our 1,000-year-old abbey. The two sites will be 
linked by the end of the summer. 

 In his role as president of the committee of Cluniac footpaths in Europe, our AASM president 
is in regular contact with the other associations which manage the footpaths of Bourgogne-
Franche-Comté and the Auvergne. A new association has been created in the Auvergne to link 
all their existing local footpaths and to suggest variants of GR routes. Our excellent relation-
ship with Robert and Marie-Jeanne of Franche-Comté-Bourgogne has enabled us to make 
good progress with the cartography of our footpath and, an added bonus, to offer an interac-
tive route map. 

 Our partnership agreement with Chemins en Quercy, due to be finalised through a tripartite con-
vention with the Federation of Cluniac Sites in Europe (FESC), will extend our footpath to 
170km, the new section going from Lalbenque (46), passing through Castelnaumontratier (46), 
Veyzerac and Moissac (82) where it joins our footpath. This will be a win-win agreement : we 
benefit from their surveying, waymarking and upkeep of the footpath while we provide an 
online interactive map of the route that will be usable via our website, and also theirs (in devel-
opment).  We have also agreed to provide the same online service for their other routes. The 
Quercy footpaths will become even more visible through the maps of the FESC and of the 
French Federation of European Cultural Routes, where all the Cluniac footpaths are listed. 
The Chemins en Quercy association is composed of communes, communities of communes and 
local associations. This model is followed in the Auvergne and we would like to emulate it, 
working with the communes along our footpath in departments 47 and 82. 

 At the beginning of this year, we met Jean Prouzet, the newly-appointed director of the Com-
mitte for Tourism in Lot-et-Garonne (CDT47), with the result that our Cluniac footpath is 
now on their website. We have worked hard for two years for this result. What remains is to 
set up a convention between our association, the CDT47 and the FESC, so as to guarantee the 
long-term future of our footpath. We hope that Mr Prouzet, who realises the importance of 
having a range of footpaths in the area, will soon agree to this. 

  

Cluniac footpaths 
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Our bookshop 

The catalogue of Cluniac sites  

From Scotland to Italy, from Spain to Germany, passing through England, Swit-

zerland and France, in this guide you will discover around 160 Cluniac sites, all 

members of the Federation of European Cluniac Sites (FESC). 

The FESC celebrated its centenary in 2010, and this new edition reveals an incre-

dibly rich network of places to explore.  

Colour photographs, often previously unpublished ; concise and focused text 

and ample practical information guide you through this impressive European 

cultural adventure.  

Price : 18€ 

Que vive la mémoire and 

Histoire de l’architecture de l’abbaye 

de St Maurin 

These two books contain all you need to 

know about the history and architecture of 

our abbey. 

Price : 15€ each 

On 1st October 2016, the Academy of  Agen held its traditional one-day 
cultural event at Saint-Maurin. The high-quality lectures given were repro-
duced in the Revue de l’Agenais. 
 
 You can obtain the review in which these lectures appear (no. 3, July-
September 2017) from the Agen Academy (Académie d’Agen) at :  
 
9 boulevard de la République, 47000 AGEN.  
Tel : 05 53 47 18 04  
Email : societe.academique-agen@orange.fr 

These books can be mailed to you with 

postage costs added.                             

Order by post or email :  

Amis Abbaye de St Maurin  

Hôtel de Ville  

47270 Saint-Maurin 

mail to : abbayedesaintmaurin@free.fr 

We have available for sale at the museum and the post office : 



Les Amis de l’Abbaye de Saint-Maurin Page N° 7  

“The French Revolution was greeted enthusiastically by the inhabitants of Saint-Maurin, as they had been 
since 1786 in open conflict with the last abbot, Joseph de Galard de Saldebru, who held various lucrative 
ecclesiastical offices in several provinces, including that of vicar-general of Lectoure. The religious community, 
which was in decline, was reduced in number to five monks. On 6th February 1790, the abbot’s seigniorial 
seat in the parish church was ripped out and burnt, while at the same time [the people] planted a tree of liber-
ty in the courtyard of the abbey château. On 13th November, the abbot was ordered to hand over the abbey’s 
archives to municipal officers : the resulting list drawn up contained no documents before 1521.” (Abbé 
LAFFONT, 1905, Saint-Maurin pendant la période révolutionnaire, Bulletin d’archéologie du Tarn 
et Garonne, p. 10) 
 

The last few monks were scattered and the monastery declared a National Asset. The whole was divided into 
three lots to be sold at auction : 
 The abbey church, in a dilapidated state 
 The abbey château and the abbey estates 
 The monastic buildings. 
 
In 1792 the municipality acquired the main parts of the abbey château (the northern section was not included) 
at a price of 1000 livres, and the rest was sold to Louis Dorniac, a municipal officer, for 8400 livres. The fol-
lowing year Dorniac sold the buildings he had acquired in 1792, divided into lots and at a profit. As for the ab-
bey church, which the municipality had not taken up for parochial use, its demolition “was ordered in around 
1800, and entrusted to the speculator Dorniac, who had no doubt anticipated making capital from the sale of the building materi-
als. The demolition was underway by 1806, explosives were used to knock down the walls, particularly the western façade, which 
proved remarkably resistant to demolition.” Only the south transept and its apsidiole chapel were preserved, “because 
the commune wished to retain the use of the clock tower above it...Of the church’s choir only the apse was demolished, and replaced 
by a small house with a sloping lean-to roof, as the right-hand bays and the vault they supported could not be demolished without 
undermining the stability of the clock tower and the former sacristy to the south, and without harming the preservation of the north 
transept and its apsidiole chapel, which formed part of a lot where a new house was built; this became the village bakery.”  
(Thouin, Corvisier and Le Douarin, 2001, p. 63) 
 
The cloister galleries were destroyed, with only the ambulatory on the north side retained. The west wing of the 
cloister was largely preserved, together with the ambulatory containing three arcaded bays that bordered the 
east wing of the cloister. 
 
On the Napoleonic cadastral (land registry) map of c. 1820, you can see that by then almost the entire demoli-
tion of the old abbey had been completed. 
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The impact of  the French Revolution on the abbey 

View of the remains of the abbey, from the courtyard of the fountain, 
showing the lean-to house. (Lithograph published in the Guienne Monu-
mentale of Ducourneau, 1843). 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       


