
Les Amis de l’Abbaye  
de Saint-Maurin 

 

Translated by Jacqui Dean 

 

6-monthly bulletin No 16 

News from the FESC 
Update on Cluniac path 
The museum in 2017 

2 
2 
2 

Our concerts 

The day of 2oth August 

3 
3 

Photos of 20rh August 4, 
5 

New challenges for AASM 6 

Repairs to the clock tower 

Links between Abu Dhabi 

and St Maurin 

7 

7 

The abbot’s chapel and 

fresco 

8 

In this number : 

A message from the President 

January 2018 

Dear members and friends, 

We have come to the end of an eventful year for our association, including: 

• Complete overhaul of the red and green waymarking along the Cluniac footpath and the 

creation of written guides for the footpath. 

• The putting up of 10 bilingual information panels for visitors, around the abbey site. In 

2017 we saw an increase in visitor numbers, to both the abbey and the museum. This was 

due in part to the number of people visiting the arts and crafts exhibition “Voyages”, held 

during the summer in the abbey château. 

• The walk along the Cluniac footpath of Guyenne-Gascogne, followed by a medieval ban-

quet, in costume, held in the abbey courtyard. Around 100 people participated, and were 

entertained by singers, musicians and fire artists. 

• Two concerts organised during the summer. 

These events were much appreciated, with encouraging overall results. 

The year ahead, too, will be busy, with new projects which, with your support, we hope to be 

able to bring to fruition. 

• Three new concerts over the summer. 

• A weekend visit to Cluny, the mother abbey to those of Moissac and Saint-Maurin. 

• Participation in the Salon de Tourisme, organised by Moissac, to take place on the 6th, 7th and 

8th April 2018, and having as the grand finale a long walk along the Cluniac footpath be-

tween Moissac and Saint-Maurin on Sunday 8th. 

• Several other projects to improve the abbey site are currently being developed. 

• Creating of a separate association to manage the Cluniac footpath, uniting the inter-

communal territories through which it passes. 

Progress made with these projects will be reported to members at our AGM. 

As already reported, I have had the honour to be elected to the management committee of the 

European Federation of Cluniac Sites (FESC), and have since been elected president of the 

“Chemins de Cluny” committee. This new FESC committee will enable us to advance and extend 

the grand project of Cluniac footpaths across Europe. 

I also wish to thank all the volunteers (members of the management committee, association 

members or friends), who have helped throughout the year to bring our projects to fruition. 

Their contribution represents around 1400 hours of time given. 

We regretfully note that last year around 40 of you did not renew your membership. We hope 

you will rejoin the association in 2018. 

The committee and management committee members join me in wishing you a very happy new 

year. 

Gérard DEFLISQUE 

Photography  

Myriam Archimbault 

Grant Dean 

Gérard Deflisque 



Last year our president, Gérard Deflisque, was not only elected to the management committee of the FESC, 
but also, in November, as president of one of its core committees: Chemins de Cluny 
(Cluniac footpaths). 

The key task of this committee is to facilitate and encourage the expansion and 
perpetuation of Cluniac footpaths by advising interested communities how to cre-
ate their own routes, and to link them with existing or future routes, in both France 
and across Europe. The committee will also have the task of finalising a common 
charter to ensure that all Cluniac routes are represented visually in a similar and 
easily-identifiable format. 

The committee’s mission will include helping to promote Cluniac footpaths, by 
encouraging, taking on and spreading information about any events held by the 
associations responsible for these routes. 
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Update on the Cluniac footpath of  Guyenne-Gascogne 

The new waymarking (red and green) is 95% complete. All marking, painting and stickers are in place; all that is 

left to do is to put up a few directional arrows. The teams that have covered the route noting details for the 

creation of walking guides (which will be usable in both directions : Moissac-Agen and Agen-Moissac) are now 

engaged in researching the best format for the guides, one that is practical to use, downloadable from our inter-

net site and also possibly as hard copy versions. 

We expect all these operations to be completed during April. 

The museum during 2017 

We had a positive 2017, with good visitor numbers recorded over the year as a whole. All the association’s 

events contributed to attracting visitors to the museum : concerts, exhibitions in the abbey château, the medie-

val day—all created a positive spirit. 

The thorough cleaning and overhaul of the museum, undertaken over the past two years, was noticed and re-

marked on by visitors. Visitors were amazed and often moved to discover objects from their childhoods, and 

made very positive remarks about the quality and condition of the objects displayed. The visits have also been 

the occasion for inter-generational learning : we’ve seen the growth of family visits, with many retired people 

on holiday with their grandchildren. 

As in previous years, visitors have come from nearby (departments 47, 82 , 46) and also from the rest of 

France. Foreign visitors were also well-represented, with even more Belgians and Britons than the year before. 

Overall, August and September saw an increase in visits to the museum, though there has been a drop during 

the Journées du Patrimoine for the past two years. 

 

Note : It is with great regret that we say goodbye to Sandy, out guide-lecturer, who has manned the museum and given guided tours 

of the abbey site over the past four years. We thank her heartily for her contribution to the development of the museum and the ab-

bey site. Fortunately, she will still be available to help us with projects and activities outside the summer season. 
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In 2017 the Amis de l’Abbaye de Saint-Maurin organised two concerts : 

 

• On 6th July we welcomed the Petit Chanteurs of Saint-Germain-en-Laye in the village church. The 
audience greatly appreciated the performance of these young singers “pueri cantores”, and in particular 
their rendering of Fauré’s Requiem. 

• On 27th July we organised a gospel evening with the lively and talented group Stellia Kumba in the 
abbey courtyard. The large audience thoroughly enjoyed the dynamism of this Gloryspel group, who 
gave us reggae versions of gospel standards. 

 

Forthcoming events : 

• We begin the concert season on 26th July in the abbey gardens with a four-handed piano concert : 
Alexandre Dupouy and Fabien Prou will demonstrate their close musical collaboration. 

• On Thursday 26th August we’ll be hosting the Dixieland Jazz Band from Montpellier, for an evening 
dedicated to Sidney Bechet. 

• Finally, on Sunday 9th September, at 5pm in the village church, the group Otxotea Tolosa, which in-
cludes eight tenors from the Capitole in Toulouse, will present a concert of Basque songs. 
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The day of  20th August 

The 20th August marked our big summer event, an ambitious and successful day! 

There was a full programme, which had something for everyone : 

• A walk along the Cluniac footpath. 

• Two visits, with a guide-lecturer, to the bastide of Puymirol and the Saint-Maurin abbey. 

• A medieval banquet, in costume, with entertainers. 

It was a real success, as happily the day was sunny and convivial from the very beginning, with a generous 

spread provided for the walkers by the Mairie of Saint Romain le Noble. Interesting, too, with informative 

commentaries by our guide, Sandy; warm during the picnic stop at the Place du Foirail at Puymirol; gour-

mand with the very copious medieval banquet. 

It proved an entertaining evening, with diners in medieval costume (bravo for such beautiful creations!), a 

festive spirit, entertainment by talented groups (Janouille, Temps Clar) and flamboyant with the group Morte 

Paye, who impressed and enchanted us with their magnificent fire show. 

A good day, right up to the end, which saw a traditional dance joined in by all (thank you, Josette!), which 

was a perfect way to say “äu revoir” and “thank you” for the good moments shared. 

 

See the following two pages for some great photographs of the day. 

Our concerts 
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Photos of  20th August 

Walkers :  Left, crossing fields. 

  Right, at Puymirol. 

Left : At table, awaiting the banquet! 

 

Right : Janouille   



6-monthly bul let in  No 16  Les Amis de l’Abbaye de Saint-Maurin Page N°5  

Janouille entertains the banquet crowd. 

Right : Breathing fire like a dragon. 

Left : One of the performers from the 
group Morte Paye. 
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The enjoyable but demanding work on the Cluniac footpath between Moissac and Agen having been 
brought to a successful conclusion, our priority for 2018 is to explore new avenues for action. 
 
This was the main focus of discussion at our last management committee meeting, under the heading 
“Suggestion Box” ....and ideas came thick and fast! 
 
Without prioritising, these are the ideas that came up : 
 

• Devise a system of lighting that will illuminate the abbey, with the support and sponsorship of 
EDF; also to think about light projections on the abbey walls during events. 

• Begin a “jobs project” with young people, to carry out works approved by the ABF 
(Architectes des Bâtiments de France) and the architect for historic monuments (see the jobs 
project “Concordia” at Moirax). 

• Create a club of donors around a specific objective, with an annual club dinner to update donor 
members on how the specific project has advanced, consolidate links and stimulate the ex-
change of views so we can make better and faster progress. 

• Organise a lecture by one of the monks at Saint Pierre de Clairac, explaining the evolution of 
the lives of Benedictine monks, from the beginning up to today. 

• Set up a specific project in relation to the abbey; for this compile a dossier allowing us to raise 
funds (through crowd-funding); for example, a project to save the fresco in the ruined abbey 
chapel, or at least to protect it while awaiting the wherewithal to preserve it, etc.... 

• Organise a visit to our mother abbey of Cluny. We could travel in a 45-person coach from Saint
-Maurin, for a visit lasting two days and one night, with a specialist lecturer in Romanesque art 
and architecture in general, and in that of Cluny in particular. 

 

All the suggestions are pertinent. It only remains to analyse them in detail in order to move forward. 
There are multiple criteria to consider : areas of competence, authorisations and the involvement of 
different parties, human and financial resources, feasibilities, the expectations of our members, etc. 

 

We anticipate a good brainstorming session at our next management meeting, in order to find the 
right balance, choose which projects to move to the top of the list among this wealth of suggestions 
and to bring them to a successful conclusion. 

 

In the meanwhile, early in the year we’ll be finalising our walkers' guides, put in place the last few di-
rectional arrows still missing along the Cluniac footpath, and we shall also work to create a larger 
“South-West Cluniac footpath”. Without doubt, 2018 will prove to be a year overflowing with activi-
ties for the team of volunteers working at the heart of the association. 

   

6-monthly bul let in  No 16  

New challenges for the Amis de l’Abbaye de Saint-Maurin 
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Between 2005 and 2013 the municipality carried out a programme of restoration and development of the ab-
bey. Already completed are the restoration of the north apsidiole and north transept, the clearing away of at-
tached buildings and the renewal of the roof of the abbey château. 

We now need to turn to the preservation of the clock tower, the south transept and the bays on the right of the 
choir. The clock tower is at present in a very bad state : 

• Water comes through the roof, which has caused the rotting of roof timbers and damage to the floors 
below. 

• On the outside, corner stones have broken up and large areas of the walls are profoundly damaged. 

• Inside, fragilised sections and dilapidation are everywhere apparent. Significant vertical fissures have also 
opened up. 

Monsieur Thouin, the architect of the patrimoine (heritage), has carried out a study of the clock tower and the 
choir bays. He proposes a four-phase intervention. The first two phases address the consolidation of the clock 
tower, the restoration of its façades, its roof and its upper rooms. To avoid having to erect, take down and re-
erect the necessary scaffolding, he suggests that these first two phases should be carried consecutively : in the 
first year, the upper sections, in the second, the lower. 

The total cost of all four phases of restoration is estimated at around 600,000 euros. 

The restoration work could be supported by grants from the DRAC (la Diréction Régionale Affaires Cul-
turelles) of 50%, from the region of 15% and from the department of 25%. 

In any event, restoration work has become urgent, so the first phase has been written into the provisional mu-
nicipal budget for 2018. 
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Repairs to the clock tower 

Links between Abu Dhabi and Saint-Maurin 
The medieval church at Bimont (part of the commune of Beauville) no longer exists. It was dismantled during 

the 1920s, but four capitals were saved, sold and resold to several collectors before being bought by the Louvre 

museum in 2012. Today, they are on show in the new Louvre at Abu Dhabi. 

 

There is a 

clear stylistic 

parallel be-

tween these 

capitals and 

the carving of 

those in the 

choir of the 

Saint-Maurin 

abbey church. 

 

 

“It is most probable that the building of the church at Bimont benefited from the presence of the same sculp-

tors’ workshop. These capitals are also perfect witnesses to the transmission of different styles, to their en-

counters with one another and to the exchanges of artistic forms taking place during the Romanesque era”, 

explained expert Elodie Jeannest de Gyvés (Sud-Ouest, Wednesday 29 November, 2017, pp 12, 13)  
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Early in the 16th century, the abbot Bertrand de Lustrac built a handsome château as his dwelling. On the sec-
ond floor were the abbot’s private apartments : a large hall with a handsome Gothic chimney-piece (identical to 
the existing one in the present Salle des Fêtes), his private chapel and his bedchamber. 
 
The chapel (or domestic oratory) occupied the narrow space between the hall and the bedchamber, measuring 
just 4m 50 x 9m. It was “provided with a chimney-piece, and crowned by two fine ribbed vaults in the form of fasces in the flam-
boyant style ... The oratory was isolated from the back of the western wall of the dwelling by a short corridor linking the hall to the 
abbot’s bedchamber - it served as a passageway ; the east window in the flat chevet (apse) opened above the cloister galleries”. 
(Thouin, Corvisier, Le Douarin, Etude préliminaire, July 2001, p 29). 
 
The architectural style of the chapel was flamboyant (also known as “perpendicular”) Gothic, and its south wall 
was covered by a multi-coloured fresco representing the mysteries of “Our Saviour” (Dom de Laura) and other 
scenes. 
 
The 19th century demolition of the north section of the abbot’s dwelling almost destroyed the chapel. Later, 
the hall beside the chapel was divided by partition walls to form three rooms with false ceilings. The mayor’s 
office and the meeting room of the municipal council moved into these rooms. 
 
Today, the partly-ruined chapel is protected by the east wall, half a wall to the north and a lean-to roof. The 
west side is completely open to the elements. All that remains are the chimney-piece, the lower parts of the 
ribbed vaults, vestiges of the fresco—and a walled-up door. 
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The abbot’s chapel and its fresco 

 
 


